The interested observer really needs to go to the detailed eBird site data 03




Underlined items indicate noteworthy factors.

F indicates first record for the year.

FS indicates first record for the spring migration, though seen earlier in the year.

L indicates probable last record for the season.

B indicates trapped and banded this month.

RE indicates record early arrival.

RH indicates regional record high count.

NMWMA = Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area, Wayne County.
HANA = High Acres Nature Area.










        10-year Average







2015

2014

(2005-2014)


Total species for April

  198

  203

      192.9

New species for the year

    62
                70

        56.1

Total for the year to date

  208

  213    
      208.3
Notes:
  1.  The birding picture for April 2015 is especially heavily dominated by weather effects. Generally we saw a return to more comfortable days after the harsh winter, but with typical ups and downs of an April. It was the first month since December 2014 with temperatures above normal - average 47.6°F, 1.3° above normal. Precipitation at 2.70” was just 0.03” below normal. There was rain or snow showers on 13 days, but only 2 days had over ½”, and the snowfall total was only 0.5”, 3.4” below normal. The major effects were in the details. The first warm shot into the 70’s on the 2nd brought a burst of birds and early arrivals. Ten days of seesaw ended with a jump to the first 80° day at 84° on the 13th and another burst of migrants. Then the last third of the month was dominated by a slow moving set of lows with persistently cool and cloudy weather. Adding to the cool blah weather, there was a mass of storms between us and the Gulf Coast for most of the month limiting any movements of migrants from there. Vegetation was more than a week behind toward month’s end. Near the lake it looked like March, and all over blossoming of trees was much delayed. 
  2. Virtually all the expected waterfowl were recorded, but with the lakes (other than Ontario), bays, and ponds locked in ice nearly all of March, the bulk of waterfowl seemed to pass right by or to depart early. Few places held numbers of lingering birds after mid-month, and the peak numbers for most species were way below normal, as illustrated in the maxima in the Noteworthy table. From the data, it is still hard to separate low numbers from reduced efforts focused on counts in the face of the cold conditions along the lake. This year there were not even particularly good counts from the NMWMA, even with the Carncross Road area again flooded. In spite of generally low numbers among the loons and grebes, a passing breeding plumaged Pacific Loon at Hamlin Beach and a breeding adult Eared Grebe on Hemlock Lake were highlights.  
  3. The hawkwatch was again slow at times, especially later in the month when we look for the big movements of Broad-winged Hawks. There were only five days with totals over 1000 birds and only one really good Broad-wing day. At month’s end the Turkey Vulture total was still well ahead of the Broad-winged total! There were no Black Vultures for the month, but three dark morph Swainson’s Hawks made up for things a bit. 
  4. Shorebird variety was low and numbers poor. Highlights were two record early Long-billed Dowitchers found by Dave Tetlow at the Martin Road wet spot and staying for nearly a week to be seen by many and a flock of 17+ passing American Avocets seen by Andy Guthrie at the Hamlin Beach lakewatch. Gull and tern numbers were again unremarkable, yet there were early arrival dates, decent numbers of scarcer winter gulls lingering, and a good number of passing adult Little Gulls. A major surprise, given recent local status, was a Black Tern two weeks record early photographed at the DEC Ponds near Avon. 
  5. The owl counting at the “Owl Woods” area on Manitou Beach Road was again very slow this spring. The totals for the month were not far from those of last spring. Still, many had good views of roosting birds. A lone Snowy Owl was spotted late in the month. Short-eared Owl counts by the DEC found birds still present through April 21; watching for potential breeding will continue. 
  6. Given this month’s weather, another slow BBBO banding start was not a surprise. Arriving warblers dropped again this month to only 11 species. Beyond the banding, eBird records showed low counts for nearly all the woodland species we expect to arrive in April. For most there were very few counts above single digits. First arrivals were fairly normal, numbers just not there. As always, it is hard to separate low numbers conclusively from a lack of observers spending time to make counts due to the conditions. There were no really good counts for any of the sparrow species that we often find in the brushy areas in April. A bright spot was good numbers for American Robin and several blackbird species at Hamlin Beach on the 2nd tallied by a group from Cornell Lab. This April about 2/3 of the arrival dates were in the 1st quartile of their arrival date distributions. Three warblers arrived at dates record early relative to their 1983 distributions, but all have been seen at earlier yet dates over the past 30 years. Reinforces the need to update the distributions! The passerine rarity was the region’s 12th Varied Thrush.  
  7. Please send your records by the 5th of the month to Lynn Bergmeyer, 107 Longridge Ave., Greece, NY  14616.
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